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There is no rupture of the unity in the disturbed area. The
Moplahs could not at any time have considered Hindus as their
brethren. The causes of the violence are that as in the Punjab
in 1919, so in Malabar now the message of non-co-operation was
only vaguely delivered when its progress was arrested by the
authorities. The Moplahs were never particularly friendly to the
Malabar Hindus. They had looted them before. Their notions
of Islam were of a very crude type. They were kept in utter dark-
ness by the Government and neglected both by Mussulmans and
Hindus. Being wild and brave but ignorant, they have mistaken
the mission of the Khilafat and acted in a savage, inhuman and
irreligious manner. It is quite improper to judge Islam or the Mus-
sulmans of the rest of India by the present conduct of the Moplahs.
19.    Can you say what made you to couple the Khilafat with the Punjab
wrongs?
The Khilafat wrong was born before the Punjab wrong, and I
made it my own in the year 1918 at the Delhi War Conference
"(vide my open letter to the Viceroy)1. Non-co-operation was con-
ceived at Delhi in 1919 before the Punjab wrong had taken definite
shape. The latter was tacked to the Khilafat, when it became clear
that it required as drastic a remedy as the Khilafat.
20.    Can you say why the Mohammedans of India are so demonstrative
for the Khilafat, when the Mohammedans of other Islamic countries do not
seem to care for it?
I do not know that non-Indian Mussulmans do not .care
for the Khilafat, but if they do not and the Indian Mussulmans do,
for me it is proof enough that the latter have developed greater
religious consciousness than the former.
21.    Since the Sultan of Turkey has failed to defend the Muslim holy
places, has he any right now to be considered a Khalifa?
This is hardly a question for a Hindu to answer. But if I may
venture a reply, the Khilafat rests in the Turks by right of valiant
defence for hundreds of years. The Sultan may have failed, the
Turks have not. The Khilafat agitation does not centre round an
individual but round an idea, which is at once temporal, spiri-
tual and political. If the Turks cannot defend, if the Mussul-
mans of the world do not by their power of opinion and active
sympathy stand by the Turks, both they and the latter will suffer
Irretrievably. Such an event will be a calamity for the world, for
I believe that Islam has its place in the world as much as Chris-
1 Vide Vol. XIV, p. 379.